IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claim 3, without prejudice to or disclaimer of the subject 
matter recited therein. 



Please amend Claims 1 , 4, and 5, as follows. A marked-up copy of the 
claims, showing the changes made thereto, is attached. For the Examiner's convenience, 
all of the pending claims are provided below. 
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1. (Amended) A diffractive opticaLefement comprising: 
a first layer having a relief-type grating; 
a second layer having a relipf^type grating; and 
a third layer having ^relief- type grating; 

said first, secoinl and third layers being formed of different materials; 
said diffr^dtive optical element having at least three diffraction optical parts 



^ in the boundary arc^s of the respective layers; 

said diffractive optical element being set so that, at three wavelengths, the 
diffractuafi efficiency thereof for diffracted light of a predetermined order is maximum, said 
thi^e wavelengths being 450 ± 20 nm, 550 ± 20 nm, and 650 ± 20 nnx 



2. The diffractive optica} element of Claim 1 , wherein at least one air 
layer is included among said first, seconcr and third layers. 
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4. (Amended) An optical system for forming an ina^ge on a 
photosensitive surface, comprising: / 
a diffractive optical element comprising: 
a first layer having a relief-type grating; 
a second layer having a relief- typdgrating; and 
a third layer having a rettef^type grating; 

said first, second and^lird layers being formed of different materials; 

said diffractive optical element having at least three diffraction optical parts 
in the boundary areas of thefrespective layers; 

said diffractive optical element being set so that, at three wavelengths, the 
diffraction efficacy thereof is maximum, said three wavelengths being substantially 
coincident with the main wavelengths of the three primary colors to which the sensitivity 
of said vmo to sensitive surface is high. 



5. (Amended) An optical system for ffluminefTing an original picture 
with light from a light source, and projecting the image oftfie illuminated original picture, 



provided with: 



a diffractive optical element comjfrising: 
a first layer having a relief tj^pe grating; 
a second layer having^relief type grating; and 
a third layer havm| a relief type grating; 

said first, seetond and third layers being formed of different materials; 
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